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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
m re PATENT APPLICATION of: MINTZ Confinnation Number: 5426 

ApplicationNo.: 09/714,619 Gro^q, Art Unit: 3624 

. VT u 1-7 ortftn ExaBoiner: Hamilton, Lalita M. 

Filed: November 17, 2000 

Title: METHOD OF OPERATING A VENTURE BUSINESS 
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Arir-TsmA TTUt PERSO^JAT. TNTERVIEW 
TTTirsnAY. AUGT ^gy ^'^^ 

1. StamsofCase 

a. Response to first non-final Action due August 1 8, 2004 

2. Status ofClaims and Prior Art Rejections 
a. Claims 1-25 aie pending, 

b aaims 1, 2, 7-12, 14-16, 18, 20, and 25 aie rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) 
as being anticipated by Andrus(U.S.Patent Application Pub.No. 2002/0156709). 

c aaims 3-6, 13, 17. 21, 23, and 24 ai« rejected under 35 U.S.C § 103(a) as 
being unpatenuble over Andrus in view of Barkley (Rupri Equity Financing Task Force). 
Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Andrus m view of 
Libman (U.S. Patent No. 6,076,072). Claim 22 is rejected under 35 U.S.C § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Andrus, Barkley, and Ubman. 

3 Features of Independent Claim 1 (See also independent claims 14, 16) 

providing said investors that have provided at least a threshold capital contribution to 

said fund with stock rights in said business entity to enable such investors to become 

shareholders in said biisiness entity; 

said business entity securing a portion of IPO shares that become available in said 

portfolio entities; and 
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available in said portfolio entities 

4 Traveisal of Rejections 
■ a. A»dx«s.B^ldey, and Ubmar, do™, disclose fl>e*ovetau«.uoBS 

i And^s do« not teach .ha. invesBts a 8md rcc«ve stock rights m a 
b„si«ssen^.hates.ab«shed*ef^.asc.ai^.(Seep...1841;p.2.,«.25;andp.^ 

ii Andrus,eache.a«.anIPOisane«.smaegy«>cr=a.eU,ndi.ysoto. 
.,eo»«capi.aHs.aodhisco-inves.ctscanbepaid (Seep. U 2.123-25;p. 5,1 

53-54; p. 7,1(77; and p. 9, 11106.) 

m Andrus does not relate to an opportunity for investors in a fund (1) to 
becoxnes^eholde^inabusiness entity that establisbedthefinxdan^ 

secured by *e business entity. 

b. Therefore, the clain. are patentable and are in condition for allowance. 

5. Discussion and Agreement 
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